
 

 Hepatitis C (HCV) is a virus that causes an infection of the liver that is characterized by 

liver inflammation and damage.  

 Hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection has reached epidemic proportions. Worldwide, more 

than one million new cases of infection are reported annually, and HCV is believed to be 

more prevalent than hepatitis B virus infection (HBV) 1.  

 In the United States alone, nearly four million persons are infected and 30,000 acute 

new infections are estimated to occur annually2. Currently, HCV is responsible for an 

estimated 8,000 to 10,000 deaths annually in the United States, and without effective 

intervention, that number is predicted to triple in the next 10 to 20 years 2.  

 Approximately 75% of Americans with HCV have genotype 1 of the virus (subtypes 1a or 

1b), and 20-25% have genotypes 2 or 3, with small numbers of patients infected with 

genotypes 4, 5, or 6.3 Most patients with HCV are found to have only one principal 

genotype, rather than multiple genotypes.,4,5 Genotype 4 is much more common in Africa 

than in many other parts of the world, genotype 6 is common in Southeast Asia, and 

each area of the world has its own distribution of genotypes.6  
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